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ELLEN BURR, MFA

Wichita, KS 67202

310-428-9281

ellen@ellenburr.com
www.ellenburr.com
PROFILE

· Over 30 years experience exploring new directions in composition, performance practices for flute, and multi-genre experiments throughout North America and Europe

· Talented teacher and clinician

· Energetic, entertaining flute performer and improviser

· Composer for concert, theater, dance, film, radio and television
CLASSROOM TEACHING EXPERIENCE
2010-2011
Wichita State University, Wichita, KS
· Visiting Assistant Professor of Music Theory

· Teach first and second year music theory

· Teach music composition classes and private composition lessons

· Teach music appreciation

· Oversee student final projects

· Hold weekly office hours

2007-2009
Amadeus Flute Camp, Santa Monica, CA
· Co-produced, co-organized, co-promoted and co-directed a week-long day camp for flutists in grades 5 through 12

· Recruited flute camp students 

· Led group classes on intonation, theory, expression and basic flute technique

· Coached duets, trios, quartets and chamber music

· Conducted flute choir

· Scheduled and coordinated guest artists

· Performed administrative duties including registration, scheduling, library and gathering materials for the camp

2006-2008
Crossroads Elementary School, Santa Monica

· Taught a weekly class of beginning flute, clarinet, saxophone and trumpet students

· Created weekly lesson plans

· Planned and conducted end-of-semester performances

1989-2002
Los Angeles and Santa Monica school districts, Los Angeles and Santa Monica

· Flute specialist

· Taught masterclasses on flute technique

· Led flute sectionals to prepare parts for concert presentation

2003
Business Planning and Financial Management for Artists, John Zarchen, Venice, CA

· Co-taught a six-week intensive course focusing on skills needed to run a successful and profitable enterprise

· Guided all participants towards completion of a personal working Business Plan

PRIVATE TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1974-present 
Private Flute Instructor, Los Angeles

· Provide private 45- and 60-minute flute lessons to 20-25 students per week

· Teach students aged 8 years through adults

· Teach beginning, intermediate, advanced, college level, professional and amateur students

· Prepare students for MTAC's Certificate of Merit theory, aural skills and performing assessment program

RECENT RESIDENCIES

2009                         Poto Music and Art Festival, Grass Valley, CA

· Guest composer, performer and artist

· Met with other guest composers, performers and poets from the United States and England to present and talk about each other's work

· Participated in question and answer sessions 

· Performed music of John Cage and Burr's “Syukhtun” in informal living room concerts 

2008
University of Mary Washington, Charlottesville, VA


· Guest composer, performer and teacher

· Performed a concert of Twentieth Century flute repertoire

· Taught classes in extended techniques and improvisation for flute

· Lectured on the business of music and creative opportunities

· Presented a seminar on Smart Music computer software

· Conducted informal gatherings with students

· Led a free improvisation session with the jazz band

2006
Wichita State University Contemporary Music Festival, Wichita, KS


· Guest composer, performer and teacher

· Premiered a concert reading of one-act opera “Five” written by Burr

· Performed “Sixty Years of Flute Music,” a concert of music by Rorem, Sollberger, Clarke, Kibbe, Rothman and Burr

· Taught masterclasses in flute, instrumental improvisation and theater improvisation

· Lectured on the business of music and creative opportunities

· Presented a seminar on Smart Music computer software

RECENT WORKSHOPS (in addition to others presented since 1988)

2010, ongoing
LA Collective, Los Angeles

· Facilitate a two-hour bi-weekly experimental multi-disciplinary improvisation collective loosely based on Cardew’s Scratch Orchestra for musicians, dancers, actors, videographers, poets, writers and artists who want to experiment

· Produce quarterly performances for the group

· Promote the Collective through email and internet campaigns, coordinate members and book the rehearsal/performance space

2009
Exhibitor Showcase: Knuckle Buster Workout Master-Class, New York

· Presented a demonstration and master-class on Burr's practice technique, “Creative Combos,” for practicing difficult passages at the National Flute Association Annual Convention

2009
Improvisation Workshop, Venice, CA

· Presented a six-week workshop on free improvisation techniques to a mixed group of experienced and novice adults and children
· Incorporated meditation pieces based on those of Yoko Ono

· Facilitated the students’ writing and directing of their own structured improvisation compositions

· Presented a final concert at the Electric Lodge

2009
Music Improvisation Workshop-Turn on Your Creativity!, Canoga Park, CA

· Presented a one-day workshop and introduction to basic improvisation skills with Howard Richman and Florence Mercurio Riggs at Guitar Merchant

· Worked with pianists, singers and other instrumentalists on listening, imitating, creating and toning exercises

· Students performed a final concert of their own improvised compositions

2008
Exhibitor Showcase: Flutastics and Syukhtun, Kansas City, KS

· Lectured on singing while playing at the National Flute Association Annual Convention

· Presentated Burr’s Flutastics, an extended technique workbook

· Performed “Syukhtun” by Burr 

COACHING AND ADJUDICATING
2009-present
Junior Chamber Music, West Los Angeles, Coach

2003-present
Music Teacher’s Association of California (MTAC), Southern California

· Judge annual Certificate of Merit theory, aural skills and performing assessment program at various branches throughout Southern California
· Judged the Chamber Music Festival, ‘05

· Judged the All-Branch Junior Bach Regional Festival for flutes, ’04, ‘09

· Judged the Bach-Baroque Festival For Flutes, Whittier, CA, ’07, ‘10

2004, 2005                  
Los Angeles Philharmonic Spotlight Awards, Los Angeles, Judge

PERFORMANCES


Ongoing 
Performances world-wide since 1975 of solo, chamber, symphonic, jazz, improvisation, 
recorded and theatrical works

CONDUCTING EXPERIENCE

2008-present
Los Angeles Flute Orchestra, Los Angeles

· Conduct an 8-12 member flute choir

· Lead weekly rehearsals and prepare pieces for concert presentation

2010

LA Collective, Los Angeles

· Conduct quarterly performances for an experimental multi-disciplinary improvisation group of musicians, dancers, actors, videographers, poets, writers and artists

2007

WSU Flute Reunion Grand Choir, Wichita State Univ. School of Music, Wichita, KS.

· Conducted “Take Flight” by Murdock in performance and live recording at WSU Reunion Recital II

2006

Zeitgeist, Wichita State Univ. School of Music, Wichita, KS.

· Conducted “Four Square” by Burr at Wichita State University Contemporary Music Festival
2002

Adam Rudolph's Go: Organic Orchestra, Venice, CA
· Co-conducted the 23-member orchestra in performance and live recording of “Pulsar” by Adam Rudolph (Web of Light CD)

PUBLICATIONS

2010



Flute Focus ezine
Contribute reviews of new flute books, methods and music for the online magazine 
2008



Notations 21 by Theresa Sauer, Mark Battey Publisher, features Burr’s “Ink Bops” 
Book and website based on John Cage's notations features an alphabetic list of contemporary composers and their notation

1991-present

Flute Talk magazine 

· Quarterly column, "The Business of Teaching", 1998-present
Contributed articles on various aspects of making a living as a musician

· Interview, "Teaching Self-Awareness," by K. Goll-Wilson, 1997

Subject of feature interview on personal teaching philosophies including:

· helping students gain an understanding of music as well as flute playing 

· the importance of improvisation 

· building self-confidence 

· improving technique

· helping students become more objective about their playing

· Feature article, "A Guide to Improvisation," 1991


Focused on scales and intervals employed in improvisation 
2001

Con Brio W.L.A. MTAC newsletter, "Stage Fright Demons"

1990

Los Angeles Flute Network newsletter, "A Guide to Improvisation" 
COMPOSITIONS

Ongoing

Compositions since 1978 for solo, chamber, opera, theater, dance, film, radio and television;  written studies and method books published by EClectic Buzz in Venice, CA

EDUCATION


MFA, Music Composition California Institute of the Arts, Valencia, CA

· Studied composition with Mel Powell (Pulitzer Prize winner), Earle Brown, Morton Subotnick, Vinko Globokar, Stephen Mosko, Morton Feldman, Louis Andriessen and Bernard Rands

· Performed in the 20th Century Players chamber ensemble

· Produced two Masters Theses: “Emergence” for chamber ensemble and dance: “What is Music,” six 30-minute performance art presentations inspired by the Futurist Manifesto

· CalArts Music Merit Scholarship, Ahmanson Scholarship, ‘82-’84


BMusic, Flute Performance, Wichita State University, CumLaude, Honors Program, Wichita, KS

· Studied flute with Dr. Frances Shelly

· Studied composition with Dr. Walter Mays

· Studied improvisation with Dr. Arthur Wolff

· Participated in classes with John Cage and R. Murray Schafer

· Performed chamber music, symphonic band, orchestra, woodwind quintet and Baroque trio sonatas 

· Wrote and performed music for theater department plays

· Supporting courses taken in liberal arts

Certificat de Stage, Ecole International D'Ete, Nice, France

· Studied flute with Jean-Pierre Rampal

Additional Studies 

· Body Weather Laboratory with Oguri, Butoh dancer, Los Angeles, CA

· Suzuki/Viewpoints with Burning Wheel & members of SITI Co., Los Angeles, CA

· Masterclasses with flutists William Bennett and Michel Debost

· Jazz theory/improvisation with Charlie Schoemaker, Los Angeles, CA


· Private flute instruction with James Walker, Los Angeles, CA

· Jazz theory/improvisation with John Elliot, Kansas City, MO


· Private flute instruction with James Hamilton, Kansas City, KS

GRANTS

2008
American Composers Forum, Subito quick advancement grant

· Paid production cost for opera “FIVE”

2005
American Composers Forum, Subito quick advancement grant

· Paid production cost for CD Duos

2003
Meet the Composer, Composers in Residence grant

Paid costs for a Meridian Gallery residency, San Francisco, with bassoonist Sara Schoenbeck

· Presented an evening concert

· Led an after school workshop for teenagers on the relationship between art and music in which the students drew art inspired by live musical improvisation and the duet performed an improvisation inspired by the students’ drawings

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Ongoing 
ASCAP, American Composers Forum, National Flute Association, Music Teacher's 
Association of California (MTAC)

ENDORSEMENTS

2005-present 
Smart Music Clinician 

1985-present
Yamaha Performing Artist

ACTIVITIES


Developing a line of fine jewelry, “Music For Your Eyes,” made with instrument parts; oil 
painting; cooking; golfing; camping; collecting modern art and martini glasses
